Bone marrow transplantation for acute monocytic leukemia following the treatment of Hodgkin's disease.
A 32-year-old woman developed acute monocytic leukemia within a year of treatment for Hodgkin's disease with chemotherapy and radiation. Residual leukemia was present in the bone marrow after two induction courses of high-dose Ara-C. She received a bone marrow transplant from an HLA- and DR-identical sister and remains in complete remission more than 2 years after transplantation. Only one other instance of a remission greater than 2 years after transplantation for secondary acute leukemia could be found in the literature. Although bone marrow transplantation may be carried out successfully in these patients, it is possible that they may be more vulnerable to transplant-related complications because of their previous exposure to chemotherapy and radiation. Only further study can clarify this matter and determine the best time for the procedure and which regimen should be used.